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Nurerical estimtes of salt retention and cost effectiveness

retai ned) associated with BLM managenent
actions in the Colorado River Basin are requested each year by
the Col orado River Basin Salinity Control Forum (Forum. The
Forum uses these estimates to track progress toward neeting the
Forumis salt reduction goals. The Forumis goal is to reduce the
salt |load of the Col orado R ver by 1,477,000 tons per year by
2015. BLM s allocation is 89,000 tons per year by 2015. 1In
order to neet that goal, BLM nmust achieve an annual average
retention of 3,000 tons. Table 1 shows BLM s reported salt
retention for the 3-year period of 1996-1998. Note that Table 1
shows a current deficit of about 3,000 tons.

(dollars per ton of salt

TABLE 1. CUMULATIVE SALT RETAINED, ROUNDED TO NEAREST 10 TONS

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
SALT RETAINED 1,610 2,000 2,330
TARGET! 3, 000 3, 000 3, 000 3, 000
NET (1,390) | (2,390) (3, 060)
CUMULATI VE 33,400 | 35,010 37, 010 39, 340

1. FORUM TARGET OF 3,000 TONS/ YEAR




The current deficit is thought to be due to under reporting
rather than a reflection of BLMs inability to neet the annual
target. In order to neet the annual target and nake up the
deficit, BLM nmust provide nunerical estimates of salt retained
for each project or activity that reduces off-site novenent of
saline water and soil

Gui dance on making estimtes of salt retention was recently
released in IB No. RS-99-123. This guidance should be used to
provide the information requested in the attached nonpoint- and
poi nt-source tables. The requested information is the m ni num
necessary for the National Applied Resource Sciences Center
(NARSC) to prepare this year’s report to the Forum |In addition
to the nunerical report, NARSC al so prepares narrative text
reports and oral reports for the Forum Please use the text
format of previous years’ reports to provide descriptive

i nformation on the projects listed in the tables.

The Forumw || neet Cctober 26-27, 1999, in San Franci sco.

Pl ease return your FY 99 acconplishments report to Bill Carey at
NARSC, (RS-140), by COctober 8. |If you have any questions, please
contact Bill Carey at 303-236-0103.

Si gned by Aut henti cat ed by
M ke Kirby, Acting Director, Luron Porter
Nat i onal Resource Staff Assi stant

Sci ences Center

2 Attachnents
1 - Salinity Reporting Table for Nonpoint Source Projects (1 p)
2 - Salinity Reporting Table for Point Source Projects (1 p)
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SALI NI TY REPORTI NG TABLE FOR NONPO NT SCURCE PRQJECTS

STATE: FI ELD OFFI CE:
PRQIECT NAME TYPE OF PRQJECT *! NUMBER OF | SALT BEG N | FULL USEFUL PRQIECT
UNI TS RETAI NED | YEAR | MPL. LI FE CosT
(ACRES / AT FULL YEAR (YRS)
M LES) | MPL.
TREATED (T/Y)23
riparian planting, OHV managenent, wld

1 Exanpl es of project types:

horse and burro renoval .

2. Estimated salt

3. Gve nethod used for estimating salt

retained in tons/year at full

grazi ng nmanagenent,

i npl enent ati on.

retention (use narrative text).




4. ltem ze operation costs, maintenance costs, and repl acenent costs separately.
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SALI NI TY REPORTI NG TABLE FOR PO NT SOURCE PRQIECTS

STATE: FI ELD OFFI CE:
PROQIECT NAME TYPE OF FLOW I N | TDS SALT PRQJECT | USEFUL | PROJECT
PO NT GPD! CONC. RETAI NED | YEAR LI FE COST 3
SOURCE IN MG L*| (T/Y)? (YRS)

1. Measured
2. Computed salt retained in tons/year
3. Item ze operation costs, maintenance costs, and replacenent costs separately.
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